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When the light is bright, the iris
closes the pupil until the right
amount of light gets in. When the
light is dim, the iris opens the pupil
to let in more light. All of this
happens automatically. You do not
have to tell your eyes to do it!

Your eye has a lens to focus the rays
of light. The lens of the eye is behind
the iris. Light passes through the
lens on its way to the back of the
eye.

The back of the eye is very
important. Lining the inside of the
eye is the retina. The retina includes
130 million tiny light-sensitive cells
that send messages to other cells.
These cells come together at the
back of the eye to form the optic
nerve. The optic nerve is part of the
brain.

Fortunately for you, your brain
decides how you see. The retina sees
the world upside down, but the brain
turns it right side up.

When you look at an object, each eye
sees a slightly different picture. The
brain combines the images, or
pictures, that each eye sees and
makes them into one picture.
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