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	Distinguished Paper Awards: Guidelines and Application




A competitive award funded by the McPherson Eye Research Institute’s Cycle for Sight event, given annually to McPherson ERI member trainees. Recipients will receive a small gift as well as the ability to cite the award on their CV.

PURPOSE/RATIONALE:
1. To recognize and reward the outstanding work of our research trainees.
2. To highlight the breadth of research activities within the Institute.
3. To assist in career development.

ELIGIBILITY: 

To be eligible to apply for a Distinguished Paper Award, you must…

• …be a McPherson ERI trainee member (if you are not already a trainee member, please submit a trainee membership application along with your award application. Further information about MERI membership is available here.)

• …be, or within the last 12 months have been, an undergraduate, graduate student, Research Intern, postdoctoral researcher, medical student or veterinary student working under a direct PI mentor that is a McPherson ERI member

• …have submitted your paper for publication while still an undergraduate, graduate student, Research Intern, postdoctoral researcher, medical student or veterinary student while working under a direct PI mentor that is a McPherson ERI member.

• …not have already won a Distinguished Paper Award while in your current training period (e.g., graduate school training, postdoctoral fellowship, etc.). However, you are allowed to re-apply for this award if you won it while in a previous training period (e.g., you won as an undergraduate, but you are now a graduate student).

• …submit a primary research article (preferred) or review article that (1) was published in a peer-reviewed journal or peer-reviewed conference proceeding within 18 months of the award due date, (2) features you as first author or co-first author, (3) was written mostly by you (not your PI). If you would like to submit a scholarly product other than a research or review article, please contact us for approval to apply.

• …allow us to publish your submitted lay-written paper description (see Submission Guidelines on the Distinguished Paper Award webpage for description requirements) on the McPherson ERI website.

• …agree to also present your published research at a McPherson ERI-sponsored event (e.g., our monthly seminar series or our Fall poster session) within 1–2 years of receiving your award.





TIMELINE: 

Applications open: Early October 2026
Submissions due: Friday, November 20, 2026
Recipients announced: December 2026
Submit grant applications to Administrative Assistant Wren Daniel: acdaniel@wisc.edu
When submitting, please format your email’s subject line as follows:

Distinguished Paper Award Application: [your last name], [your first name]

APPLICATION FORMAT: 
1. Complete the application on the provided fillable form using single-spaced text, Arial font no smaller than 11 point, and page margins of 0.5 inches. The form must be signed by both the trainee applicant and their principal investigator.

a. [bookmark: _Hlk71202031]Please note that the lay description of your paper should be written in language that a person not in your field can understand. Your application will be judged in large part on this lay description as the review panel is comprised of researchers from several different scientific fields, including psychology, neuroscience, computer science, ophthalmology, etc. Make sure you convey the purpose and importance of your paper so that a researcher from any school, college, or department can understand it. Your lay description should include a discussion of (1) why the paper is outstanding in its field and (2) the specific contributions of the applicant in conducting the research and writing the manuscript.
b. Indicate (by checking the appropriate box) the broad field of research to which the paper primarily belongs: Biological Sciences, Physical Sciences, Social Sciences, or Arts & Humanities.
c. By applying, the trainee grants permission for the McPherson ERI to publish their submitted lay-written paper description on the McPherson ERI website.
2. A PDF copy of the paper / scholarly product.
3. A CV or biosketch for the applicant (two-page maximum). 
4. A statement from the PI indicating the contribution/role of the student on the paper/scholarly product and the impact/importance of the work.

AWARD: Recipients will receive a small gift as well as the ability to cite the award on their CV. The gift must be picked up by the awardee at the McPherson ERI office (9431 WIMR), unless the awardee is at a non-UW–Madison location.

PROPOSAL REVIEW: Applications will be reviewed relative to other applications in the same broad research field by members of the McPherson ERI Education and Leadership Committees, who come from varied departments across the UW–Madison campus and who have expertise in a wide range of research fields, most of which will be outside your own. Thus, aim to communicate clearly in your lay description (of note, this is an important skill to have throughout your career). Review criteria include meeting the requirements listed above and fully completing the application form with particular attention to (1) the lay description of the paper (i.e., why is the paper outstanding?) and (2) the specific contributions of the applicant to the overall study and the writing of the manuscript.

MCPHERSON EYE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
DISTINGUISHED PAPER AWARD APPLICATION

	Applicant Name:      
	MERI Trainee Member:  
      Yes        No        Applied

	
[bookmark: Text13]Trainee status and # of years in current program:      
(e.g., undergraduate; 1st, 2nd, 3rd-year graduate student; # years as postdoctoral researcher, medical or veterinary student)


	[bookmark: Text14]Training Program:      

	Department:      

	
[bookmark: Text15]Principal Investigator Name:      
*Please note that Principal Investigator must be a member of the McPherson Eye Research Institute.


	Applicant Email:      
	Applicant Phone:      

	Paper Title:      

	Name of Journal/Conference Proceedings:      

	Publication Date:      
	Publication Form: 
      Print       Electronic

	Research Field (choose one): 
      Biological Sciences       Physical Sciences       Social Sciences       Arts & Humanities



Brief description of the paper in lay language. Please briefly describe the paper in LAY LANGUAGE that is understandable to non-experts. Be sure to include the paper’s purpose, importance, impact, and how it relates to vision research. Avoid jargon and acronyms. (250 words or less).
	[bookmark: Text20]     




All recipients of this award are required to present details of their published project at a MERI-sponsored event sometime in the near future. You can satisfy this requirement by either (1) delivering a talk at one of our monthly seminar series or (2) presenting a poster at our annual Fall poster session. Please check one of the boxes below to indicate your preference (or lack thereof). NOTE: Indicating your preference does not guarantee that you will get to present at your preferred event

|_| I prefer to give a short seminar talk (20-25 min) at a monthly seminar series
|_| I prefer to present a poster at the annual MERI fall poster session (held in the HSLC Atrium)
|_| I have no preference


Checklist:

[bookmark: Check1]|_| Completed application form signed by the applicant and the principal investigator
[bookmark: Check2]|_| PDF of the paper / scholarly product
[bookmark: Check3]|_| CV or biosketch of the applicant (2-page limit)

Signature of Applicant: 
___________________________________________________________________
Principal Investigator Statement: Please provide a short statement on (1) the contribution/role of the trainee on the paper including an estimate of the percentage contribution of the trainee to the writing of the manuscript and (2) the impact/importance of its findings (i.e., what is/are its major contribution(s) to the field?).
	[bookmark: Text21]     


Signature of Principal Investigator: 
___________________________________________________
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