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	Karl H. Beyer, Jr., MD, PhD, DSc, Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award Application Guidelines

Supported by the Karl H. Beyer, Jr. Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award Fund



Made possible by a generous gift from the Beyer family, this $20,000 award is offered each year to support a McPherson ERI postdoc’s research on Glaucoma or Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD). This spring semester, one Karl H. Beyer, Jr., MD, PhD, DSc, Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award will be awarded. 

PURPOSE/RATIONALE:
1. To provide funding for trainees to advance their Glaucoma or AMD research
2. To give trainees an opportunity to write a grant application
3. To advance Glaucoma or AMD research on campus
4. To augment trainee professional development
5. To encourage the next generation of Glaucoma and AMD researchers

ELIGIBILITY: To be eligible to receive a Karl H. Beyer, Jr. Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award, you must…
• …be a postdoc who has status as a McPherson ERI trainee member (if you are not already a trainee member, please submit a trainee membership application along with your award application. Further information about MERI membership is available here.)
• …have as your direct principal investigator a UW-Madison McPherson ERI member.
• …be seeking funding for an AMD or Glaucoma research project.
• …not have already won a Karl H. Beyer, Jr. Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award.
•…not concurrently hold any of the following MERI trainee grants during the one-year period in which you hold the Beyer Jr Award: the Kenzi Valentyn Award. The one-year period begins the date that you are notified that your Beyer Jr Award worktag has been opened and continues for 365 days after that date (regardless of whether your Beyer Jr Award funds are fully spent in the interim). However, please note that you may hold a Beyer Jr Award while also holding a Walsh Travel Award.
• …be proposing a project where there is no overlap in budget line items from any other internal or external grant mechanism during the award period (although other support can be used to complement the proposed activities on this project). If budgetary overlap occurs after the project is awarded, you or your PI must report it promptly to the McPherson ERI Center Administrator. Of note, submission of outside grant applications that utilize data obtained with Karl H. Beyer, Jr. Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award funds is highly encouraged.
• …plan to use the award within one year of the month that you received it. Funds remaining one year after issuance of the award will be retained by the Institute unless a one-year no cost extension is granted.
• …agree to present your award-supported project at a McPherson ERI-sponsored event (e.g., our monthly seminar series or our Fall poster session) within 1–2 years of receiving your award.
• …agree to cite your award in any presentations or publications that result from the support of your award. (For citation format, see here.)
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Friday, January 15, 2027 at 11:59pm
Submit grant applications to Dr. Jonathan Lang (jonathanlang@wisc.edu). When submitting, format your email subject line as follows:

Beyer PFER Award Application: [your last name], [your first name]

APPLICATION FORMAT: 
1. Complete the fillable application provided using single-spaced text, Arial font no smaller than 11 point, and page margins of 0.5 inches. The form must be signed by both the trainee applicant and his/her principal investigator. 
2. Complete the provided compliance form, indicating use/non-use of human or animal subjects & biosafety protocol.
3. As a pdf file, submit your research proposal in language that a person not in your field could understand, including text and figures. Include the following sections: Background/Rationale; Specific Aims; Methods; Anticipated Results; Significance/Innovation; and Budget Statement (see directly below). Do not exceed three pages. [single-spaced text, Arial font no smaller than 11 point, page margins of 0.5 inches]

Budget statement: In a few sentences, and included within the three-page proposal limit, represent the best use of funds—up to $20,000—over a one-year award period. Use can include salary. Other possible allocations include equipment, reagents, laboratory animal costs (including RARC fees), or human subjects/Institutional Review Board fees. *Travel can only be included if critical to conduct research. Do not include travel to attend meetings/conferences. 
4. Include references on a separate page, following the two-page research proposal.
5. A CV or biosketch (two-page maximum) must be submitted with your application.
6. PLEASE COMBINE THESE FILES INTO A SINGLE PDF IN THE ORDER LISTED ABOVE

AWARD RESTRICTIONS: A Karl H. Beyer, Jr. Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award is non-transferable. Funding is available for use over a one-year period unless a one-year no cost extension (NCE) is requested and approved. Only one NCE is allowed. Any award funds that remain after one year (or after two years, if an NCE has been granted) will automatically revert to the McPherson Eye Research Institute. Overlap in budget line items from any other internal or external grant mechanism is not allowed during the award period, but other support can be used to complement the proposed activities on this project. If budgetary overlap occurs after the project is awarded, you must report it promptly to the McPherson ERI Center Administrator. Award funds cannot be used for meeting/conference attendance. Funds can be used for travel only if the travel is critical for conducting the project’s research.

PROPOSAL REVIEW: Proposals will be reviewed by the McPherson ERI Leadership Committee. Review criteria include the quality of the proposal and how the project pursues a promising avenue of vision-related research, as well as clarity/style, significance, approach, innovation/impact, completeness, and the ability of persons not in your field to understand the written proposal. 

TIMELINE:
January 15, 2027: 	Submission deadline
February 2027: 	Grant recipients announced and funding made available for one full year
(3/1/27–3/1/28)	


POINTS TO REMEMBER:
· Propose something realistic that complements what you are working on. Do not try to include all of the specific aims pertinent to your research; rather, limit your proposal in scope, considering time and funding limits of this award.
· [bookmark: _Hlk63341673]Be sure to include how your project relates to vision research (especially if your project is not biological in nature), and specifically vision research on Glaucoma or AMD.
· Proposal must be written by you, the applicant, in your own words. Do not cut and paste text from other existing documents. 
· Use LAY LANGUAGE! Avoid using jargon, acronyms, and technical terms that assume common expertise. Explain/support what you propose in language that a person not in your field could understand! 
· The McPherson ERI Leadership Committee members who will review your application come from varied departments and scientific fields, including psychology, neuroscience, biomedical, medical genetics, pediatrics, veterinary medicine, design studies, biostatistics and medical informatics, and ophthalmology and visual sciences. Your ability to make your descriptions accessible by writing so that your work is understandable by a general audience is a key factor in the judging process.
· Budget statement: Be as specific as possible in a few sentences.
· You are encouraged to provide a written proposal draft to your advisor(s) well in advance of the application submission deadline to get meaningful feedback to incorporate into the application you submit.



KARL H. BEYER, JR., MD, PhD, DSc, POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW EYE RESEARCH AWARD APPLICATION

	
Applicant Name:      
	MERI Trainee Member:  
  __ Yes   __ No   __ Applied/Applying

	What type of research project are you proposing?  |X| Glaucoma   |X| AMD

	
[bookmark: Text13]Trainee status:      
(e.g., 1st, 2nd, 3rd-year postdoctoral researcher)


	Training Program:      

	[bookmark: Text14]Department:      

	
[bookmark: Text15]Principal Investigator Name:      
*Please note that Principal Investigator must be a member of the McPherson Eye Research Institute.


	Email of PI’s grants manager:      

	Applicant Email:      
	Applicant Phone:      

	[bookmark: Text18]Project Title:      


Brief abstract of project in lay language (250 words or fewer):
	[bookmark: Text20]     



State how your project will lead to a better understanding of, and/or treatment for, Glaucoma or AMD (250 words or fewer):
	     



Have portions of this project been funded by other MERI awards (awards either to trainees or to the PI’s laboratory)? Note: Having portions of your project funded by other MERI awards is allowed unless there is overlap in specific expenses.

|X|	Yes
|X|	No


If you answered ‘YES’ to the question above, list the award(s), the year received, and briefly describe how the aspects of the project funded by the previous award(s) are different from those of the current project proposal.
	     







All recipients of this award are required to present their award-supported project at a MERI-sponsored event in the following year or two. You can satisfy this requirement by either (1) delivering a talk at one of our monthly seminar series or (2) presenting a poster at our annual Fall poster session. Please check one of the boxes below to indicate your preference (or lack thereof). NOTE: Indicating your preference does not guarantee that you will get to present at your preferred event
|_| I prefer to give a short seminar talk (20-25 min) at a monthly seminar series
|_| I prefer to present a poster at the annual MERI fall poster session (held in the HSLC Atrium)
|_| I have no preference


Checklist:
[bookmark: Check1]|_| Completed application form signed by applicant and principal investigator
[bookmark: Check2]|_| Signed compliance form
|_| Three-page research proposal, including budget statement
|_| References (on a separate page)
[bookmark: Check3]|_| CV or biosketch (2-page limit)
[bookmark: _Hlk114041555]|_| Please combine all of these files into a single PDF file in the order listed above

Signature of Applicant: 

___________________________________________________________________


Principal Investigator Statement: How does trainee’s proposed project relate to your ongoing research and how is this project appropriate?
	[bookmark: Text21]     


Signature of Principal Investigator: 
_________________________________________________________


COMPLIANCE FORM: Karl H. Beyer, Jr., Postdoctoral Fellow Eye Research Award
Your signature on the facing page attests to your compliance with the following items.

Human Subjects
     This application DOES NOT propose any activities that involve human subjects, require personal data from primary or secondary sources, or use human materials.
     This application DOES propose to involve human subjects, materials, or data and is pending review or will be reviewed by the appropriate UW IRB (or applicable IRB) prior to the initiation of this project. No funds will be provided until documentation is received by the McPherson Eye Research Institute. 
     This application DOES propose activities involving human subjects, materials, or data and has been reviewed and approved by the appropriate UW IRB (or applicable IRB):
Approval date:	_________________________       Protocol #: _________________________

Protocol Title: _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Principal Investigator: _________________________________________________________

Animal Subjects
     This application DOES NOT propose any activities that involve animals or animal tissue.
     This application DOES propose to involve animals or animal tissue and is pending review or will be reviewed by the appropriate Animal Care Committee prior to initiation of this project. No funds will be provided until documentation is received by the McPherson Eye Research Institute. 
     This application DOES propose activities involving animals or animal tissue and has been reviewed and approved by the appropriate Animal Care Committee:
Approval date:	_________________________       Protocol #: __________________________

Protocol Title: ________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Principal Investigator: __________________________________________________________

Use of Biological Materials
     This application DOES NOT involve the use of biological materials. 
     This application DOES involve the use of biological materials and covers research not previously submitted to the UW-Madison Biological Safety Committee, or to another institution’s Biosafety Committee. I am therefore sending a copy of the required protocol to my institution’s Office of Biological Safety (OBS).
     This application DOES involve the use of biological materials. An application involving the same research has previously been submitted to the UW-Madison Biological Safety Committee or to my institution’s Biosafety Committee as noted below:

Submission date: _________________________   SC #: ______________________________

Principal Investigator: __________________________________________________________
Investigators will be responsible for advising their Office of Biological Safety of this new project, if funded. 

Use of Human Stem Cells
	This application DOES NOT involve the use of human embryonic stem cells (or their derivatives), nor does it involve the introduction of non-embryonic human pluripotent stem cells (or their derivatives) into non-human animals.
	This application DOES involve the use of human embryonic stem cells (or their derivatives) or the introduction of non-embryonic human pluripotent stem cells (or their derivatives) into non-human animals and covers research not previously submitted to the UW–Madison Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee (SCRO). I am therefore sending a copy of the required protocol to the UW SCRO Committee.
	This application DOES involve the use of human embryonic stem cells (or their derivatives) or the introduction of non-embryonic human pluripotent stem cells (or their derivatives) into non-human animals. An application involving the same research has previously been submitted to the UW–Madison Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee (SCRO) as noted below:

Submission date: _________________________   SC #: ______________________________

Principal Investigator: __________________________________________________________
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